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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 0192 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, LE 

SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON 

1 . DURING MY CALL ON LEBANESE AMBASSADOR SAMEEH AL BABA 
JANUARY 10, WE DISCUSSED THE EFFORTS OF LEBANESE PRIME 
MINISTER SALIM AL-HOSS TO OBTAIN ASSISTANCE FOR THE RECON- 
STRUCTION AND REHAB ILIATATION OF LEBANON. IN RESPONSE TO 
MY QUERY ABOUT RECENT VISIT OF AL-HOSS TO KUWAIT, AL-BABA 
PREFACED HIS REPLY BY DESCRIBING THE RESULTS OF HIS PRIME 
MINISTER'S EARLIER VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

2. AL-BABA HAD LEARNED FROM THE PRIME MINISTER THAT THE 
SAUDIS WERE, OF COURSE, READY AND WILLING TO CONTRIBUTE 
FINANCIALLY TO LEBANESE RECONSTRUCTION, BUT FIRST SUGGESTED 
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THAT AL-HOSS CONTACT ALL OF THE ARAB COUNTRIES-EVEN ONES 
WHICH MIGHT NOT BE EXPECTED TO CONTRIBUTE MUCH- IN ORDER 
TO REMIND THEM OF ARAB RESPONSIBILITY TO ASSIST LEBANON 
AT THIS JUNCTURE. AFTER HE HAD COMPLETED THIS SURVEY OF 
ARAB COUNTRIES, THE SAUDIS RECOMMENDED THAT AL-HOSS SUGGEST 
THE BEST WAY FOR CHANNELING THIS FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
LEBANON, WHETHER THROUGH A MULTILATERAL FUND OR BY DIRECT 
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BILATERAL ASSISTANCE. AL BABA SAID THAT THE CLEAR IMPLICATION 
WAS THAT SAUDI ARABIA AT THAT IME WOULD SET THE EXAMPLE 
FOR THE OTHERS. 

3. IN HIS TALKS WITH THE KUWAITI LEADERS, AL-HOSS LEARNED 
THAT THE GOK WAS ALSO READY TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
TO LEBANON, BUT IT WAS CLEAR THAT KUWAIT INTENDED TO WAIT 
FOR THE SAUDIS TO LEAD THIS EFFORT. 

4. AL-BABA REPORTED THAT HIS PRIME MINISTER WOULD BE 
VISITING BAGHDAD JAN. 1 1 AND WOULD BE CONTINUING ON TO VISIT 
THE GULF STATES, BAHRAIN, QATAR AND THE UAE, AS PART OF 
THIS SAUDI-SUGGESTED SURVEY. 

5. AL-BABA SAID THAT HE HAD SEEN THE PAPER WHICH HIS PRIME 
MINISTER HAD PRESENTED TO THE KUWAITI LEADERS ASSESSING THE 
DAMAGE SUFFERED BY LEBANON DURING THE RECENT CONFLICT. 

THE DAMAGES TOTALLED $500 MILLION IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR AND 
WERE ESTIMATED AT $3 BILLION IN THE PRIVATE SECOTR. THE 
LEBENESE AMBASSADOR ALSO EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE USG 
WOULD MAKE A SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION FOR LEBANESE 
ASSISTANCE AND INDEED THAT THE US WOULD PERHAPS TAKE THE LEAD 
IN THIS EFFORT IN ORDER TO SET THE EXAMPLE FOR THE WESTERN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 

I REMINDED AL-BABA THAT THE USG HAD ALREADY CONTRIBUTED 
NEARLY $20 MILLION IN RELIEF ASSISTANCE AND I EXPRESSED THE 
BELIEF THAT THE WAYS IN WHICH THE US MIGHT BE ABLE TO ASSIST 
LEBANON WERE THOUROUGHLY DISCUSSED DURING THE RECENT VISIT 
TO WASHINGTON BY THE LEBANESE EMISSARY AL-THUEINI. 
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